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NEWS RELEASE





For Immediate Release

COLUMBITECH ANNOUNCES FIRST ENTERPRISE WIRELESS VPN SOLUTIONS WITH TRUE END-TO-END SECURITY

- enables mobile professionals to securely access their corporate networks wirelessly -
STOCKHOLM, Sweden – March 6, 2001 – ​ Columbitech today announced that it will begin marketing a range of wireless VPN products for the US enterprise market. “Columbitech Wireless VPN” will enable mobile users to have wireless connections over wireless IP networks, and will be the first wireless VPN product to maintain true end-to-end security for remote access to mission critical corporate data.  Columbitech Wireless VPN is network agnostic and will work for all major wireless devices including Palm OS and Pocket PC devices, and notebook PCs.


Columbitech Wireless VPN is built from the ground up and optimized for wireless applications.  It offers end-to-end security on an application-to-application level.  The technology is based on Wireless Transport Layer Security (WTLS), an industry standard security protocol with strong encryption and PKI support.  “Columbitech’s approach is able to maintain encryption of the communication past the firewall of a company and all the way into the application, which is essential for true end-to-end security and non-repudiation,” elaborates Pontus Bergdahl, chief executive officer of Columbitech.  “This is unlike IPSec-security which is typically terminated at the firewall of a company.  The wireless world needs stronger, device-specific security, since wireless devices can more easily be lost or stolen.”  

In addition, Columbitech Wireless VPN offers session and transaction recovery for temporary out-of-coverage situations. This gives a secure always-on experience for the mobile user, in contrast to IPSec solutions that require new authentication at timeouts and lost connections. The product also supports seamless session roaming across wireless IP networks. To ensure easy wireless-enabling of corporate legacy applications, Columbitech Wireless VPN supports industry standard socket application programming interfaces (APIs) on the client and server side.

Columbitech Wireless VPN is currently undergoing trials with potential industry partners, and will be available for beta testing in the second quarter of this year.  The product will be generally available in the third quarter.  Columbitech will demonstrate its technology at the CTIA Wireless 2001 show March 20-22, in Las Vegas.  They will be at booth 8167-E. 

The company is poised to take advantage of the coming boom in wireless usage. According to statistics published by Cahners In-Stat Group, wireless Internet access devices (including Palm computers, wireless modems, and two-way pagers) will boom in popularity over the next several years and will eventually displace the PC as the preferred Internet access method. The research firm says shipments of wireless access devices will sustain double and triple-digit growth through 2004. 

This expansion of wireless technology use is expected to impact businesses greatly.  A recent Forrester Research survey shows that as many as 40 percent of the Fortune 2,500 businesses in the United States have equipped or are equipping their workforces with wireless tools. Another 30 percent “are considering” rolling out wireless systems. 
About Columbitech

Columbitech is a privately held, venture-funded company located in Stockholm, Sweden.  The company is focused entirely on secure and seamless wireless data communication.  Columbitech’s technology features end-to-end security, scalability, network roaming and handover, and enhanced compression.  For additional information visit Columbitech’s Web site at www.columbitech.com.
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